Selling
Reed

A description of reed qualities

British Reed Growers' Association



Timing ¢f the cut 1s very Important. The winter cuting
season extends from late December to mid Apnl. Reed cut
early may be tao green or leafy and therefore not suitable
for thatching, Late cutting disturbs nesting birds and waill
damage the young reed shoots of the following winters

he purpase af this leaflet s to provide information aboul harvest, Wet weather should also be avaided as damp reed
T' eed as a produtt used Tor thatching, it describes reed will not store and soon become of no value for thatching,

Introduction

qualty and generalised standards useful for reed growers,

Reed quality may vary within a bed so it is /mpaortant to
harvest areas wilh the strongest stems for selling. Other less
commercial areas should be cut or bumt ta promote better

thatchers or buvers interested in the value of read as A

raching matenal,

[-3(.—-.:'.—_.(" .-Ir—l_,ll'”.—.u .'|'!|-'"] ¥ |I 1341 y .1.;”'.‘.' |: |_'|["|_n.||;[1'_:=| l!.l:-_l" O vwaanr 1O year \E:_Dl'-"'rrTh I :H[L,H'E F'Er:”-g [‘.fA]r:]n':c"' HE’Stlﬂg b"-ds F‘EC]LIWE dEad
and within the same bed, This leaflet desciibes the vanations standling reeds, though, so it s very important to leave some
and provides a useful guide 1o he generl types and areas uncut each year

appearance of reed gvalabie for thatehine |
v = As a roofing matenal reed has good insulating propertes,

There s anly one plant commonly called water reed, erown k'ers[::'lng the house warm in winter and cool in summer. It 15
for thatching in Great Brtain, It grows natwirally on freshwater also a good sound insulaton matenal. Good quality reed is
marshlands or estuanne salt marshes. These areas are ofter the longest lasting form of thatch.
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Reed Length (a description)

Many reed bods in Brian Short reed should be between 3ft(? | 4cm) and 4ft{1.2m).

have tisappeared a3 4 Medium reed should be between 4fi(1.2m) and
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Long reed should be above 5fL 67{ 1. 7m) with the majorty of
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% vitally important 1o retal

the law recmanng dress
nd manase them i a should be notified to the buyer.

manner sympathetic to the
needs of natw e Reed Shape (a description)

conservation. Fortunately The cormmon terms for reed shape are -
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setusve thie s T cut- e Tapered, Straght (mearning cylindneal) and Big Topped

reed beds in altemate winters and remove the matanal from poer'ed Reed ;- There are of course dﬁgs‘efs of taper and 1t
he marsh a process which s ideally suted to the reed LR R 65 et Thi: s -

~utbing industry
* Where too much taper exists this can contnbute to
oy e Cultuhe and o T2 Dren I JrA0LEL L e q f-
Regular low tuthing and clearng prevents 4 gradual | -'_f| I slippage on same roofs and designs of roafs,
of dead matenal, therefore ensunng + strong growth of
* \Where the pitch of the roof s slack and it 1s important to

vaung reed shoots the following spring and producing
avold “ayback” of the reed and or over ughtening of the

mare vieorous reed. Neglecied read beds tend Lo dry out as

the dead hifter accumulates Frashwater areas may even reed

1sanoear under a succession of scrub and voune irees. 50 4 i = 2 3
disappear under a SUccession of sarub and young trees, sc N.B. Remermber Tapered reed particularly when shor in length
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cycle af cutting benefits both reed and wiidife a will affect the coverage rate



Cylindrical Reed - or reed with just a little taper is often
sought for large expanses of unbroken roof areas. It 1s more
desirable when assoclated wrth good length e, medium or
long. Also liked for slacker prtches.

Big Topped Reed ;- is often required for valleys and roofs in
difficult drying conditions, It is most sought after when long
and coarse - which are the associated qualities for helping
difficult reof perfarmance.

NB. This reed is often confused with bent topped reed which
may or may not be “big topped”. Some thatchers are quite
happy to ke bent topped reed as long os they are made
aware of the other accompanying quahtres.

Twisted and Dog-Legged Reed - has very few favoured
applications and s mostly not wanted

Reed Stems

Sometimes thatchers require a specific butt type The butts
are descrnbed in terms of -

Reed Stem Diameter

This 15 impaortant to thatchers when either fimsh 1s important
or a coarse reed s required for durability purposes. As a
puide reeds of a diameter of 1/4"(5,6mm) and over are
regarded as coarse. Reeds of a diameter of 3/16"(4.8mm)
are considered as medium and reeds of around 1/8"(3.2mm)
are considered fine, (If reads are in excess of 3/ (?5mm) in
diameter this should be notified to the buyer).

The closeness of the reeds forming the bunch butt end

Close reeds are required where firush s important

Slhightly open reeds are preferred by many in difficult drying
situations where the openness improves air circulation.
Excessive dog legged butt ends are not favoured by
thatchers and thew presence should be notified to a buyer,

Reed Strength

Reed strength is of course a major factor in thatched roaf
performance. This should not be confused with hardness
when the reed may also be brittle. The reed should have a
fibrous quality and should not break easily.

Reed Colour

Reeds come in a variety of shades. It is not known that
colour has on it's own an affect on performance. However
reeds should have a good bright clean appearance. Good
reed often has a glazed appearance at the butt. Dark dull
reeds are often brittle, (but do not confuse with reeds with
mud covered butts.) Very pale reed 1s sometimes
hightweight. this should be checked when it occurs for
wedkener stems

Note ; A reed bunch is made up of hundreds of reed stems,
all will vary greatly and show diffenng degrees of the qualities
discussed in this leaflet.

Reeds can only be considered as a bunich by taking an
average of the reed stem condition throughout the bunch,




When Buying Reed

Ensure reeds meet the BR G.Aspeafication. Make
the seller aware you know and undersiand these
guaities.

Be clear in your ordenng, understand the reed
gradings set.

Quantibies required will depend on a whole number
of factors, Be accurate in your roof measurements
particularly where complex shapes are involved

Reed qualities will affect reed performance. Position
geographically and topographically should be
considered when ordenng a reed type

Where very tapered reeds are concerned,
remember valurme 15 decreased therefore more
bunches per any given area to any given thickness
will be reguired.

You cannot therelore always assurme a consistent
number of bunches to any given area, Shape and
length waill always affect coverage rate

If you are not specific in your ordenng you cannot
complain if the reed type does not meet your
requirermeants

t'-i Unioad reed keeping as dry as possible
9 Stack and sheert correctly
10 Do not stack any wet - even shghtly damp - reed
Mo & stack
|| Do not stack directly onto the ground. Preferably
leave an air gap af at least 3(7 6cm) under the stack
by laying on pallets elc,
| 2 Store reeds for long penods in a good open
environment Do not enclose the stack. Thatch to
make water tight f preferred.
When Selling Reed
I Ensure reeds meet the BR.OGA. specfication and
grades set
2 Estabhsh that the purchaser understands these
specificatons and gracles
3 Ensure that you understand the purchasers
regurerments.
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g with a non degradable matenal 10
Feeds should be tied between 9
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bunch shape and length ensunng the reeds are ]

"(23cm) and

port swetable to the

-_'-,en;lJr":::;,- hield. (S5ee diagrams)
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The reeds should be a mimmum 247 (& lam) round

at the point of the tie

Ersure reed 1s not cut too green {early) and wath

too much flag.

Ensure the reed contains no more than | 0% of
other acceptable types of materal 1e., marsh grass
etc. which \f present should be evenly distnbuted

througn out the bunch

Ensure the reed contains no unacceptable matenals
1. Mmaterals which gap the reeds or bind the reeds
together ar will affect t's performance

Avord meing different extrermes of reed type and

extreme differences in length of reed in the same
bunch

Reeds should be dressed from a mummum pont of

2fi(60.%cm) from the butt end

Ensure the reed s loaded dry and cormectly

Mo bundles shauld include shart reeds wihich are

less than 50% of the average reed length

The Briush Reed Growers” Assooiation aims to

promoie the reed grown }= irmdustry and s products

ship, the BRGA coordinates

Through its rmember
reed growing practces and mar Keling, 1o ensure 4

Figh quality product at a compenlive price
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For mare information or
advice, please contact ;
British Reed Growers'
Ascociation

c/o Francis Homor & Son
Old Bank of England Court
Queen Street

Norwich Norfolk NR2 4TA
Tel 0603 629871

oN m E;Fg Broads Authority
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